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f erent names; all of which belong to the Al-
leghany Mountains. All of these mountains
have steep slopes on the eastern side and
gradual slopes on the western. The highest
point, Blue Knob, is 3,136 feet above the sea.
Streams flow through the intervening valleys,
and the Susquehanna cuts its way across the
ranges. Much of this region is covered with
forests. The third region, known as the Alle-
ghany plateau, lies to the west of the moun-
tain range. This is a high plateau, varying
in altitude from 1,000 to 2,500 feet.
The eastern part is drained by the Dela-
ware River, which receives a number of short
tributaries. The most important of these are
the Schuylkill and the Lehigh, the former
entering the Delaware at Philadelphia and the
latter at Easton. The Susquehanna River
drains the northeastern and central parts.
It it formed by a north and a west branch,
which unite at Northumberland, and flow
entirely across the state in an irregular
course. It receives numerous tributaries, most
of them shallow, rapid mountain streams,
the largest being the Juniata. The Alleghany
plateau is drained principally by the Ohio
and the two great streams from which it is
formed, the Alleghany and the Monongahela.
There are in the mountains occasional tarns,
or mountain lakes.
Climate, The climate varies in the three
natural divisions. In the northwest and west,
heat and cold are more excessive than in the
east, and changes are abrupt. In the north
and mountain regions, the winters are severe,
•and the summers are delightfully cool. The
climate of the eastern section is marked by
irregular alternations of the seasons, but the
state is, in general, healthful. The mean
temperature at Philadelphia is 54°. The
average annual rainfall for the state as a
whole is 44.6 inches,
Mineral Resources. Pennsylvania holds
first place in mineral products, very con-
siderably on account of the large deposits
of both anthracite and bituminous coal The
anthracite mines are found in the northeast-
ern part of the state, chiefly at Wilkes-
Barre, Hazelton, Shenandoah, Ashlamd,
Pottsville and Scranton; the output exceeds
that of any other state or any country, reach-
ing a total of 50,000,000 to 90,000,0€0 tons
a year. In the western part of the state
are extensive measures of bituminous eoaL
These are situated chiefly in the Mononga-
hela, Irwin, Mercer, ConndlsviUe, Johns-
 town, Idlewood and Clear-field districts. The
annual yield has at times reached between
150,000,000 and 200,000,000 tons. Many of
the coal measures contain layers of sand-
stone, iron ore, limestone and fire clay be-
tween the seams of coal. Coke made from
bituminous coal is produced in great quan-
tities.
Pennsylvania is also the leading state in
the production of cement. The Lehigh dis-
trict, which includes one county in New
Jersey, is the source of nearly one-third of
the entire American output. In total value
of clay products the state is surpassed by
Ohio, but in the single production of brick
and tile it ranks first. The production of
natural gas is nearly 89,000,000,000 cubic
feet. Petroleum is still being produced, but
the annual yield has fallen to between 11,-
000,000 and 13,000,000 barrels.
In the production of stone, slate, sand,
gravel and lime the state holds first place;
the annual yield of slate alone is over half
of the total production of the United States.
Other mineral products include iron ore,
feldspar, graphite, copper, glass sand, me-
tallic paints and mineral waters.
Agriculture. The valley lands of Penn-
sylvania are remarkably fertile. There are
about 172,000 farms; the cultivated area is
over 15,300,000 acres. The production of
hay and cereals, market gardening, fruit and
flower growing and forestry are all impor-
tant branches of agriculture. In point of
acreage hay is the leading crop; the annual
harvest is over 3,000,000 tons. Among cer-
eals corn ranks first in yield, followed by
oats, wheat and rye. The annual corn crop
yields more than 45,000,000 bushels. Penn-
sylvania is well known for its immense crops
of buckwheat, potatoes and tobacco.
In the southeastern part climatic condi-
tions favor the production of fruit, as may
be seen in the flourishing orchards of apples,
peaches and pears. Cherries, apricots and
plums are also cultivated, aiad in the district
bordering Lake Erie grapes are grown
abundantly. The state is among the first
five in the value of dairy products and
poultry. The annual wool clip reaches some
3,270,000 pounds. The income from live-
stock is about $136,000,000 each year.
Manufactures, Banking second among the
states in total value of manufactured goods,
Pennsylvania leads them all in the manufac-
ture of iron and steel products, and it pos-

